Role of protein kinase C as a cellular mediator of ischemic preconditioning: a critical review.
Protein kinase C (PKC) has been proposed as a primary cellular mediator of ischemic preconditioning. However, the role of PKC in eliciting cardioprotection remains controversial. In this review, we summarize the evidence for and against the 'PKC hypothesis' of preconditioning, discuss the important technical limitations currently hampering PKC research, and suggest new approaches (i.e. PKC isoform-specific biochemical assays combined with immunoblotting techniques) that might aid in the definite resolution of this issue.